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Every year the members of the Lincoln Education Association Board of Directors 
revisit the Association’s mission statement: 

The Lincoln Education Association shall advance public education and 
empower education employees to ensure quality public education for all 
students; defend and expand the rights and interests of public education 

employees; and advocate human, civil, and economic rights for all persons. 

Every year the LEA meets its mission and goals because of you, the members and volunteers of the 
Association. Without your continued support, without your voice, without your participation, the LEA would 
stand for nothing and be able to accomplish even less! 

Thus, as the school year begins to draw to a close, LEA would like to take the opportunity to 
thank all members and, in particular, a host of engaged volunteers: 
AFCON (Academic Freedom Coalition of Nebraska):  Adriana Larsen-Gisler, Culler; Burke Morrow, 
Lincoln Northeast 

LEA Board:   Jenni Absalon, LEA Vice President, Maxey; Marcia Benner, LEA Secretary-Treasurer, Lincoln 
High; Julia Doerr, High School Representative, Lincoln High; Linda Freye, Elementary Representative, Maxey; 
Randy Gordon, Elementary Representative, Cavett; Marge Keep, High School Representative, Lincoln East; Jan 
Olmstead, At-Large  Representative, Lefler Middle School; Mandy Peterson, Elementary Representative, 
Everett; Arlene Rea, LEA President, LEA; Karen Shelton, At-Large Representative; Everett; Kathy Spahr, 
Middle School Representative, Culler; Clarice Steffens, Retired Liaison, LEA-R; Resa Wiltse, At-Large 
Representative, Meadow Lane. 

Bylaws & Policy:  Julia Doerr, Lincoln High; Jan Olmstead, Chair, Lefler; Mandy Peterson, Everett; Arlene 
Rea, LEA; Karen Shelton, Everett. 

Calendar (LEA/LPS joint committee):  Jenni Absalon, Maxey; Marcia Benner, Lincoln High; Paula Buckner, 
Scott; Shelley Clayburn, Rousseau; Arlene Rea, Co-Chair, LEA. 



Elections:  Mark Bigham, Chair, Mickle; Paula Buckner, Scott; Jim Crew, East High; Matthew Hoffman, 
North Star; Jody Kerchal, Clinton; Karen Shelton, Everett; Kathy Spahr, Culler, Viphanee Thongdee, Elliott; 
Risa Udell, Morley. 

Extra Standard/Incentive Pay (LEA/LPS joint committee):  Jenni Absalon, Maxey; Rita Bennett, Lincoln 
Southeast; Karen Dress, Lincoln East; Kathy Spahr, Co-Chair, Culler; Risa Udell, Morley. 

Harvest of Books:  Bobbie Anderson, Retired; Mary Atkins, Retired; Neil Bateman, Retired; Lorene Behrends, 
Retired; Marcia Benner, Lincoln High; Amy Birky, Retired; Daphne Blauser, Retired; Anica Brown, Pound; 
Billie Bussmann, Retired; Bob Bussmann, Retired; Kristi Capek, NSEA; Amy Clark, Sheridan; Neal Clayburn, 
LEA; Shelley Clayburn, Rousseau; Nancy Comer, Retired; Pat Etherton, Retired; Teresa Greve, LEA; Judy 
Hall, Retired; Rebecca Johnson, Randolph; Barbara Jones, Goodrich; Cheryl Karr, Clinton; Jeanie Kissler, 
Retired; Elaine Koch, LEA; Jan Mahlman, Retired; Frank Mills, Retired; Ardis Moody, Retired; Jen Munson, 
Sheridan; Sharon Nore, Retired; Kathie Pape, Retired; Cindy Paulson, Lefler; Arlene Rea, Chair, LEA;  Jim 
Rea, LEA; Bobbi Rezac, Calvert; Mary Lou Sandell, Retired; Tammy Schafer, Holmes; Cathy Sellmyer, 
Retired; Harriet B. Schaeffer, Retired; Pat Shelton, Retired; Pat Shepard, Retired; Ann Soukup, Retired; Jan 
Stamper, Retired; Clarice Steffens, Retired; Susan Streich, Retired; Dan Studer, LEA; Gretchen Terpsma, 
Retired; Viphanee Thongdee, Elliott; Risa Udell, Morley; Kathy Walker, Retired; and Mike Wiesen, NSEA. 
 

“I Can Do It” Training Cadre:   Pam Davis, Lincoln Northeast; Laurie Fraser, Lincoln East; Linda Freye, 
Maxey; Jodi Gehr, Lincoln Southeast; Matthew Hoffman, Lincoln North Star; Marge Keep Lincoln East; Jan 
Olmstead, Lefler; Donna Wolzen, Mickle; Dawn Wright, Campbell; Jen Yoder, Campbell; Arlene Rea, Chair, 
LEA. 

Indoor Air Quality (LEA/LPS joint committee):   Randy Gordon, Co-Chair, Cavett; Bob Freese, Lincoln 
Northeast; Cindy Harrington, Irving; Dan Studer, LEA Staff Liaison; Cyndie Wiesen, Beattie; Judy Zabel, 
LPSDO. 

Insurance (LEA/LPS joint committee):  Jenni Absalon, Maxey; Neal Clayburn, LEA; Arlene Rea, Co-Chair, 
LEA; Jim Rea, LEA; Daniel Ross, Calvert. 

LEA Foundation Board:   Jenni Absalon, Maxey; Marge Keep, President, Lincoln East; Arlene Rea, LEA; Jim 
Rea, Treasurer, LEA; Karen Shelton, Vice President, Everett.    

LEA Fundraiser and Operations Committee:  Jenni Absalon, Co-Chair, Maxey; Mary Abebe, Campbell; 
Carrie Banks, LPSDO; Marcia Benner, Lincoln High; Neal Clayburn, LEA; Karen Dress, Lincoln East; Linda 
Freye, Maxey; Teresa Greve, LEA; Marge Keep, Co-Chair, Lincoln East; Elaine Koch, LEA; Adeline Mickens, 
Park; PJ Nelsen, Meadow Lane; Mandy Peterson, Everett; Deb Rasmussen, Goodrich; Arlene Rea, LEA; Jim 
Rea, LEA; Tammy Schafer, Holmes. 

LEA Fundraiser Volunteers: Jenni Absalon, Maxey; Marcia Benner, Lincoln High; Kim Clabaugh, Meadow 
Lane; Jeanene Cordes, Kahoa; Karen Dress, East; Pat Etherton, Retired; Linda Freye, Maxey; Carole Glenn, 
Maxey; Teresa Greve, LEA; Marge Keep, Lincoln East; Elaine Koch, LEA; Patsy Koch-Johns, Lincoln High; 
P. J. Nelsen, Meadow Lane; Jan Olmstead, Lefler; Kathie Pape, Retired; Mandy Peterson, Everett; Deb 
Rasmussen, Goodrich; Arlene Rea, LEA; Jim Rea, LEA; Tammy Schafer, Holmes; Susan Seeman, Lincoln 
Southeast; Karen Shelton, Everett; Dan Studer, LEA; Risa Udell, Morley.  

Legislative Contact Team (Avery):  Doreen Ainslie, Mickle; Richard Aust, Brownell; Carolann Carmichael, 
Belmont; Joanna Davis, Lincoln High; John Heineman, Lincoln High. 

Legislative Contact Team (Fulton):  Paula Buckner, Scott; Edward May, Sheridan; Arlene Rea, LEA; Kathy 
Spahr, Culler 

Legislative Contact Team (McGill):  Jenni Absalon, Maxey; Cynthia Beliford, Dawes; Marlyce Carlson, 
Lincoln High; Sandy Dorn, Meadow Lane; Kelly Georgius, Park; Mark McClanahan, Lincoln Northeast;  Holly 
Rolfsmeyer, Elliott; Karen Shelton, Everett; Joyce Sohl, Park; Peggy Trumble, Lincoln East. 



Legislative Contact Team (Nantkes):  Janet Emery, Lincoln Northeast; Matthew Hoffman, Lincoln North 
Star; Sharon Lauber, West Lincoln; Susan Monroe, Dawes; Deb Rasmussen, Goodrich; Joanie Rich, Elliott; 
Robert Shaw, Goodrich; Sammy Staudinger, Pound. 

Legislative Contact Team (Raikes):  Jean Bergholz, Morley; Mark Bigham, Mickle; Carol Cabacungan, Lux; 
Jim Crew, Lincoln East; Ken Flowerday, Lincoln East; Linda Lannin, Lincoln East. 

Legislative Contact Team (Schimek):  Connie Duncan, Lincoln Southwest; Stephanie Nantkes, Arnold; Jan 
Olmstead, Lefler. 

Member Benefits & Activities:  Marcia Benner, Chair, Lincoln High; Gloria Best, Park; Linda Freye, Maxey; 
Gloria Latifi, Pershing; Jareldine Mays, Lincoln High; Amy Pracheil, Goodrich; Roxanne Rector, Dawes. 

Membership Development:  Jenni Absalon, Maxey; Richard Aust, Brownell; Paula Buckner, Scott; Neal 
Clayburn, LEA; Linda Freye, Chair, Maxey; Teresa Greve, LEA; Matthew Hoffman, Lincoln North Star; 
Arlene Rea, LEA; Jim Rea, LEA; Tammy Schafer, Holmes. 

Personnel:  Julia Doerr, Lincoln High; Marge Keep, Chair, Lincoln East; Jan Olmstead, Lefler; Karen Shelton, 
Everett. 

ProCom (LEA/LPS joint committee):  Jenni Absalon, Maxey;  Doreen Ainslie, Mickle; Marcia Benner, 
Lincoln High; Neal Clayburn, LEA; Matthew Hoffman, Lincoln North Star; Arlene Rea, Co-Chair, LEA; Jim 
Rea, LEA; Daniel Ross, Calvert; Resa Wiltse, Meadow Lane. 

Professional Enhancement Funds (LEA/LPS joint committee):  Marge Keep, Lincoln East; Stephanie 
Nantkes, Chair, Arnold; Jan Olmstead, Lefler; Resa Wiltse, Meadow Lane. 

Retirement Dinner:  Jenni Absalon, Maxey; Marcia Benner, Chair, Lincoln High; Wendy Danek, 
Brownell/Dawes; Julia Doerr, Lincoln High; Karen Dress, Lincoln East; Linda Freye, Maxey; Teresa Greve, 
LEA; Cheryl Karr, Clinton; Kathy Pape, Retired; Cindy Paulson, Lefler; Mandy Peterson, Everett; Arlene Rea, 
LEA; Kathy Spahr, Culler. 

Safety (LEA/LPS joint committee):  Jenni Absalon, Chair, Maxey; Neal Clayburn, LEA; Arlene Rea, LEA; 
Jim Rea, LEA 

Scholarship:  Gloria Best, Park; Shelley Clayburn, Rousseau; Wendy Danek, Brownell/Dawes; Karen Dress, 
Lincoln East; Linda Freye, Maxey; Rebecca Johnson, Randolph; Cheryl Karr, Clinton; Marge Keep, Chair, 
Lincoln East; Mark McClanahan, Lincoln Northeast; Burke Morrow, Lincoln Northeast; Joanie Rich, Elliott; 
Tammy Schafer, Holmes. 

School Board Contact Team (Baier):  Julia Doerr, Lincoln High; Jane Herriott, Park; Suzanne Oldham, West 
Lincoln; Cindy Paulson, Lefler; Mandy Peterson, Everett; Deb Rasmussen, Goodrich. 

School Board Contact Team (Danek):  E. Ann Adams, Bryan Community; Richard Aust, Brownell;  Jeanene 
Cordes, Kahoa; Pam Davis, Lincoln Northeast; Mark McClanahan, Lincoln Northeast; Leah Soukup, Mickle. 

School Board Contact Team (Evans):  Darcy Ahlman, Roper; Marlyce Carlson, Lincoln High; Nancy Coren, 
Rousseau; Justin Frederick, Culler; Cheryl Karr, Clinton; Bobbi Rezac, Calvert. 

School Board Contact Team (Larsen):  Jenni Absalon, Maxey; Marge Keep, Lincoln East; Bob Reeker, 
Eastridge; Risa Udell, Morley; Jen Van Winkle, Lux; Megan Woods, Huntington. 

School Board Contact Team (Mayhew):  Paula Buckner, Scott; Cindy Mangers-Johnson, Hill; Cheryl 
McMurtry, Roper; Mary Plageman, Rousseau; Karen Shelton, Everett; Kim Zetterman, Everett. 

School Board Contact Team (Prettyman):  Anica Brown, Pound; Lesa Christiancy, Scott; Shelley Clayburn, 
Rousseau; Linda Freye, Maxey; Janet Millnitz, Lincoln Southeast. 

School Board Contact Team (Zimmer):  Laurie Fraser, Lincoln East; PJ Nelsen, Meadow Lane; Dave Peters, 
Lincoln Southeast; Mandy Peterson, Everett; Joan Phelan, Everett; Stephanie Spearman, Goodrich; Jeannine 
VanLaningham, Everett. 



Staff Develoment (LEA/LPS joint committee):  Daniel Carpenter, Lincoln Southwest; Jan Olmstead, Lefler; 
Arlene Rea, Co-Chair, LEA; Resa Wiltse, Meadow Lane. 

LEA-PAC Board:   Mark Bigham, Mickle; Sarah Doan, Treasurer, Pound; Connie Duncan, Republican Co-
Chair, Lincoln Southwest; Randy Gordon, Cavett; Stephanie Nantkes, Arnold; Sharon Nore, LEA-R; Jan 
Olmstead, Democratic Co-Chair, Lefler; Dan Studer, LEA Staff Liaison. 
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